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Family Law File Preparation Checklist
Before Contacting a Lawyer in Abu Dhabi

Use this checklist to organize the initial information and documents relating to your case. You do
not need to have every item available. Mark what you already have and allow the lawyer to
identify the final requirements after reviewing the nature of the case.

1. Identifying the Case and Its Current Stage

L1 I identified the type of case: divorce, khula, maintenance, custody, visitation, legal status
confirmation, family settlement, appeal, or enforcement.

L1 I prepared a brief factual summary that does not exceed one page.
L1 I clearly identified the outcome I want to achieve.

L1 I identified the current stage: before filing, family guidance, court proceedings, appeal, or
enforcement.

O I recorded the date of the nearest hearing, deadline, or urgent procedure, if applicable.

2. Essential Documents

[ Copies of the parties” Emirates IDs or passports and residency information.
] The complete marriage certificate and any related translation or attestation.
0] The children’s birth certificates and essential identification documents.

L1 Any previous judgment, agreement, settlement record, or enforcement file.

L] The legal power of attorney, if issued, together with contact and address details.
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3. Facts and Evidence

[ I prepared a chronological timeline containing the dates of important events.

1 I collected correspondence, photographs, and documents directly related to the legal requests.
[ I identified the source of each piece of evidence and how it was obtained lawfully.

L1 I separated provable facts from impressions, assumptions, or general accusations.

4. Maintenance and Financial Rights

O I prepared the income information lawfully available to me and details of the main financial
obligations.

L1 I collected housing, education, medical treatment, and recurring expense documents.
01 I prepared a statement showing the amounts claimed, paid, or overdue and their relevant dates.

[ I identified any assets, debts, accounts, or companies connected to the dispute, if applicable.

S. Children, Custody, and Visitation

L1 I described the child’s current living, care, handover, and collection arrangements.
L1 I collected documents relating to schooling, medical treatment, and daily needs.
L1 I documented any breach of visitation or hosting arrangements with specific dates and facts.

[ I identified any upcoming travel, relocation, or urgent risk involving the child.

6. International or Civil Family Matters

L] I identified the nationality, religion, and place of residence of each party.
[ I identified the place, date, and legal nature of the marriage.

[ I attached the complete foreign judgment or agreement, if applicable.

01 I checked whether legal translation, attestation, or service outside the UAE may be required.

© capitallawfirm.ae. ik sise (3 8al) man,




7. Summary Ready to Send

O Type of case:

O Current stage:

[0 Upcoming deadline or urgent issue:

L] Three most important available documents:
1.
3.

[J Required legal outcome:

Notice: This checklist is an initial organizational tool. It does not constitute legal advice or a
final determination of the appropriate legal procedure.
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