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Child Custody Case Preparation Checklist Before Contacting a Child Custody Lawyer in Abu
Dhabi

Use this checklist to organize the initial information and documents concerning custody,
visitation, hosting, and child handover before contacting a lawyer. You do not need to have every
item available. Mark what you already have and allow the lawyer to determine the appropriate

claims, documents, and procedures after reviewing the circumstances of the child and family.

1. Identifying the Custody Request and Current Stage

L] I identified the nature of my request: custody confirmation, transfer of custody, removal of
custody, modification of an existing judgment, visitation or hosting arrangements, enforcement,
travel restriction, or urgent relief.

[ I identified whether I intend to start a new case or have received a claim from the other party.
O I prepared a clear one-page summary of the child’s circumstances and the existing dispute.

[ I identified where the child currently lives and who provides daily care.
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01 I recorded when the current living arrangement or custody dispute began.

L1 I identified the current stage: before proceedings, family guidance, court proceedings, appeal,
or enforcement.

L1 I recorded the nearest hearing, deadline, visitation date, travel date, or urgent procedure.

L1 I identified the primary outcome required: confirming, transferring, or modifying custody;
regulating visitation; enforcing a judgment; or urgently protecting the child.

2. Child and Party Documents
L1 Copies of each party’s Emirates ID or passport and residency information.
L1 The child’s birth certificate, passport, Emirates ID, and residency documents, if available.

L] The marriage certificate, divorce document, or judgment terminating the marital relationship,
as applicable.

L1 Any previous judgment or agreement concerning custody, visitation, hosting, maintenance, or
travel.

[J Any family settlement or reconciliation record.

[] The available address, telephone number, and email address of the other party.

L] Attestation and legal translation documents for records issued outside the UAE, if applicable.
L] The case or enforcement-file number and copies of previous orders or judicial notices.

L] The legal power of attorney, if already issued.

3. The Child’s Circumstances and Daily Care
L1 I described the child’s current living arrangements and household.

[ I identified who manages the child’s food, clothing, hygiene, sleep, transportation, and
everyday needs.

O I identified who follows up with the school, homework, and parent meetings.

[ I identified who manages medical treatment, vaccinations, medication, and appointments.
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L1 I collected available documents showing participation in the child’s daily care.

L1 I attached relevant school or medical reports, if available.

[ I identified any special medical, educational, or psychological needs.

[1 I described the child’s relationship with each party, siblings, and other household members.

[ I recorded any recent change in the child’s home, school, health, or behaviour.

L1 I identified specific concerns relating to the child’s stability, safety, or continuity of care.
4. Dispute Facts and Evidence

L1 I prepared a chronological timeline of the important events and dates.

[ I identified what caused the dispute over custody, visitation, or handover.

01 I collected correspondence, documents, and photographs directly connected to the dispute.

[ I documented failures to hand over or return the child using specific facts and dates.

01 I documented obstruction of visitation or hosting and any breach of agreed schedules.

L1 I separated provable facts from impressions, assumptions, and general allegations.

01 I identified potential witnesses and what each witness may know, if applicable.

O I preserved the original form of the evidence without editing or deleting it.

[ I identified the source of each item and how it was obtained lawfully.

O I informed the lawyer of any police report, criminal case, protection order, or social report
concerning the child.

5. Visitation, Hosting, and Child Handover

U1 I identified the current visitation or hosting arrangement, whether based on a judgment,
agreement, or actual practice.

L] I attached the judgment or agreement setting out visitation or handover dates.

O I prepared a record of completed and missed visits and the reasons given.
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01 I documented any delay or refusal to attend, hand over, or return the child.

01 I identified the current handover location and procedure.

[ I identified whether visitation is or may be implemented through a Child Visitation Centre.
01 I prepared a practical proposal for weekdays, weekends, holidays, and school breaks.

[ I considered the child’s age, education, medical needs, and sleep routine.

L] I identified any concerns that may require supervised visitation or special protective
arrangements.

[ I avoided involving the child in communications or using the child to carry messages between
the parties.

6. Travel, Relocation, and Official Documents

O I identified who holds the child’s passport, Emirates ID, residency documents, and original
records.

L1 I identified any upcoming trip or proposed relocation to another emirate or country.

L1 I attached available travel details, including destination, dates, duration, and accommodation.
[ I identified any written consent or previous agreement concerning travel.

O I informed the lawyer of any serious concern that the child may be removed or not returned.
[ I identified any existing travel restriction, previous application, or judicial order.

L1 I attached tickets, reservations, or correspondence connected to the proposed travel or
relocation.

L1 I considered the effect of relocation on the child’s education, treatment, and relationship with
the other party.

U] I informed the lawyer if the child or either party holds more than one nationality.

[ I identified any foreign custody case, judgment, or arrangement.

7. Urgent Situations and Enforcement
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U1 I identified whether the child faces an immediate health, physical, or psychological risk.
01 I recorded when and where the child was last present with each party.
O I informed the lawyer immediately if the child was not returned after visitation or hosting.

[ I identified any imminent attempt to remove the child or change the child’s residence without
agreement.

L1 I attached a complete and legible copy of the judgment or order requiring enforcement.
01 I identified precisely which provisions the other party has failed to follow.

01 I prepared a record of previous enforcement attempts and their outcomes.

[ I attached the numbers of any enforcement files, reports, or previous applications.

Ll I recorded any upcoming hearing, deadline, or journey requiring immediate action.

L] I avoided taking unilateral action that may breach an existing judgment before obtaining legal
guidance.

Where there is an immediate risk to the child’s safety, contact the competent emergency or child-
protection authority without waiting for a legal consultation.

8. Summary Ready to Send to the Child Custody Lawyer

O Type of request:

[ Am I filing the claim or responding to one?

L1 Current stage:

L] Number and ages of children:

L1 Where does the child currently live?

[0 Who currently provides daily care?

[ Is there an existing judgment or agreement?

O] Current visitation or hosting arrangement:
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L1 Nearest hearing, visitation, or travel date:

L1 Is there an urgent issue?

] Three most important facts:

N —

3.

(] Three most important available documents:

—

L] Required legal outcome:

Notice: This checklist is an initial organizational tool to use before contacting a child custody
lawyer. It does not constitute legal advice or a final assessment of custody rights or the
appropriate procedure. Requirements and outcomes may differ according to the child’s and
family’s circumstances, any existing judgment or agreement, the parties’ nationality and religion,
their place of residence, and the presence of international or urgent elements.
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