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Real Estate Dispute File Preparation Checklist Before
Contacting a Real Estate Lawyer in Abu Dhabi

Use this checklist to organize the key information and documents before discussing your real estate dispute. You
do not need to have every item; identify what is available and what is still missing.

1. Property and Party Details

Have you identified the property type: residential unit, land, retail premises, office, off-plan property, or another
type?

Do you have the property address, unit or plot number, project name, and area?

Have you gathered the details and roles of all parties: buyer, seller, developer, owner, tenant, broker,
contractor, or finance provider?

Have you confirmed the other party’s name as it appears in the contract and official documents?

Is any party acting under a power of attorney or authorization, and do you have a copy?

2. Contract and Registration

Do you have a complete and legible copy of the contract, including every page and annex?

Have you collected any amendments, additional agreements, reservation forms, or purchase offers connected
to the contract?

Have you reviewed the available ownership, initial registration, or title deed information?

Have you identified the clauses dealing with handover, payments, delay, termination, compensation, and
dispute resolution?

Does the contract contain a court jurisdiction, mediation, or arbitration clause?

Is there a developer approval, no-objection certificate, mortgage registration, or incomplete registration step?

3. Payments and Amounts

Have you prepared a schedule showing all amounts due, paid, and outstanding?

Have you collected payment receipts, bank transfers, cheques, and account statements?
Have you identified each disputed payment and the reason for disputing it?

Are there additional charges such as delay, service, registration, or brokerage fees?

If you seek a refund or compensation, have you identified the amount and how it was calculated?

4. Handover, Delay, and Defects

Have you identified the original handover date and any replacement dates or grace periods?
Have you collected notices of delay, readiness, handover, or changes to the project timetable?
Was the property physically handed over, and was a handover report or snagging list signed?
If defects exist, do you have clear and dated photographs or videos?

Did you notify the developer, owner, or contractor of the defects, and do you have evidence of the notice and
response?

Are there technical reports, inspection records, repair quotations, or invoices connected to the defects?



5. Correspondence and Proceedings

Have you collected the emails, WhatsApp messages, letters, and notices connected to the dispute?
Have you arranged the correspondence chronologically and identified the sender and recipient?
Has a legal notice, demand, complaint, claim, or termination notice been sent or received?

Is there an existing case, complaint, or enforcement file, and do you have its number, documents, and
deadlines?

Is there an upcoming deadline for a hearing, response, objection, appeal, or payment?

Has a settlement been proposed, and which terms were accepted or rejected?

6. File Organization and Desired Outcome

Have you prepared a timeline from the first transaction to the latest development?
Have you separated confirmed facts from assumptions or matters that remain disputed?
Have you identified the document supporting each key fact?

Have you defined the outcome you seek: handover, registration, defect repair, refund, termination,
compensation, settlement, defence, or enforcement?

Have you identified urgent issues that cannot safely be delayed?
Have you named the files clearly and confirmed that all images and documents are legible?
Quick Summary to Send When Starting the Review

1. Property type and location:

. Main parties:

2
3. Nature of the dispute:
4

. Date the problem began:

Ul

. Latest action or correspondence:

. Nearest important deadline:

6
7. Desired outcome:
8

. Three most important available documents:

Important Note

Having many documents does not necessarily mean the file is complete. The key is to connect each request to a clear
contractual term or legal right, and each fact to evidence that can be reviewed, while identifying the current stage and
the practical outcome sought.

Legal Notice

This checklist is a general organizational tool. It is not legal advice or an assessment of the prospects of success. The
required documents, procedure, and competent authority vary according to the property type, contract, parties’ roles,
property location, and dispute stage. The file should be reviewed independently before taking action or relying on any
deadline or legal claim.
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